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unemployment, measures to allay the farm crisis,
extension of school age to fourteen years, amnesty
for political offenders, repression of slander and
extortion in journalism, equality of all political
groups before the microphone, abolition of the
dterets-lois under which legislative powers had been
usurped by the Executive, dissolution of all Fascist
leagues, reform of the statutes governing the Bank
of France and nationalization of the munitions
industry. The electoral programme was fortu-
nately more simple. Because of the multitude of
parties in France, two elections instead of one are
commonly required to choose a Deputy. The
candidates winning the largest number of ballots
at the first poll are matched against each other in a
run-off election that follows a week afterwards. It
was understood that Radicals, Socialists and Com-
munists might put forward separate candidates in
the first election, but must pool their votes in the
second on behalf of that representative of either
party who emerged as victor in the primary*
Ultimately, on Bastille Day, July 14, 1925, Leon
Blum, president of the French Socialist Party;
Edouard Daladier, leader of the Radicals ; and
Marcel Cachin, belligerent Marxist commander,
paraded arm in arm at the head of a vast prole-
tarian concourse that wound through the East Side
of Paris. Thus, for all men to see, was dramatized
the birth of Le Front populaire.

The coalition plunged into a vehement campaign
for the elections of April 26 and May 3, 1936.
Their outcome may have been influenced by an